WILL Iy, PAREER

July 25, 1963

Dear Mr. DaLong:

Thank you for your letter of July 22 concerning the
Elbridge engine which I presented to the Smithsenian Imstitution
in 1956,

I knew Clyds Cessna quite well and his first mencplane
was powsred with a four cylinder Elbridge two eycle engine.
Kbout 20 or 25 years age Clyde made the great mistake of breaking
that airplane up and destroying it. It was stored in his barn
and he needed the room. As to what happened to the engine I
cannot tell you and Ciyde has been dead some 15 years. His
nephew, Dwane L, Wallace, is the president of the Cessna Afreraft
Company in Wichita and it is possible that you might write to
him apd get some information on the engine.

The little three cycle Elbridge that I used to fly
was acguired when I lived in California before World War I and
it is the one that is in the Smithsonian.

YTou may or may not knmow that Art Smith learned to fly
and did his early exhibition work with a four oyocle Elbridgs.

1 never did know your father and am esxtremely sorry
that I never did have the opportunity to meet him, I used to
fly at Redwood City, California and am wondering if ha was at
San Jose at that tima,

WDP:gkh

Mr. Carl E. Delong
L3 Trement Strest
Hartford, Connecticut




